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Reverend Oliver Louis Theophilus Harding Appointed University
Chaplain

The Office of the Registrar is pleased to announce the appointment of Reverend Oliver
Louis Theophilus Harding as the Chaplain of the University of Sierra Leone (USL), effective
1st November 2025. In this role, Reverend
Harding will be responsible for supervising
and leading Christian religious worship
across the  university's  constituent
campuses, Fourah Bay College (FBC), the
Institute of Public Administration and
Management (IPAM), and the College of
Medicine and Allied Health Sciences
(COMAHS).

Reverend Harding brings a distinguished
record of service and a unique blend of
academic and spiritual leadership to the
position. A devoted Christian and
committed academic, he has been a
longstanding member of the Fourah Bay
College community, where he currently

serves as the Senior Librarian. His extensive
involvement in the university includes his




role as the Local Director of the Confucius Institute at FBC and as a Part-Time Lecturer in
the Department of Information Studies & Knowledge Management, as well as at The
Evangelical College of Theology.

Academic and Professional Background

Reverend Harding's qualifications are both extensive and diverse, reflecting his
interdisciplinary expertise:

M.A. in Library Studies (FBC, USL, 2000)

M.A. in Biblical Studies (West Africa Theological Seminary, Lagos, Nigeria, 2005)
Postgraduate Diploma in Library Studies (FBC, USL, 1994)

B.A. (Honours) in History (FBC, USL, 1991)

Certificates in Chinese Proficiency (HSK1, HSK2, HSK3, HSKK, 2015 & 2016)
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His professional history at Fourah Bay College demonstrates a steady progression, from
Trainee Librarian in 1992 to his current role as Senior Librarian (2005-present). He also
gained international experience as Deputy Librarian and Part-time Lecturer at the West
Africa Theological Seminary in Lagos, Nigeria, from 2002 to 2005.

Broader Contributions and Leadership

Beyond his library and academic duties, Reverend
Harding is a recognized leader in both religious and
professional circles:

Religious Leadership: He serves as the National
Secretary of the International Full Gospel Fellowship
(IFGF) and is the Senior Pastor of IFGF Pentecost
Evangelical Ministries.

< Professional Service: He is a former President

(2008-2010) and Vice President (2006-2008) of the

s Sierra Leone Association of Archivists, Librarians and

Information Professionals (SLAALIP).

< International Engagement: His professional

and academic pursuits have taken him to

international conferences and workshops across
Africa, Asia, and the United States. He was also selected as an International Visiting
Leader (IVL) to the USA in 2011 to study American libraries.

< Musical and Cultural Proficiency: Demonstrating a remarkable range of talents,
Reverend Harding is an accomplished musician. He won the first Chinese Cultural
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Competition at Fourah Bay College in 2014 for his performance on the hulusi and
also plays the organ, guitar, violin, guzheng, and trombone.
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