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Dr. Teddy Foday-Musa Earns PhD with Unprecedented 

Acclaim for Groundbreaking Peace and Conflict 

Research 

The Department of Political Science at the University of Ghana is pleased to announce 

that Lecturer Teddy Foday-Musa has successfully defended his doctoral thesis, earning a 

Doctor of Philosophy degree with distinction. 

On October 30, 2025, Dr. Foday-Musa 

defended his thesis, “Managing ‘Spoilers’ 

in Armed Conflict Negotiations: The Case 

of Sierra Leone’s 1996 Abidjan Peace 

Accord.” The study makes a significant 

contribution to peace and conflict studies by 

empirically demonstrating that the 

management of spoilers, rather than merely 

their prevention, is crucial to sustainable 

peace. It specifically highlights how 

economic drivers, especially those derived 

from illicit diamond mining, were pivotal in motivating spoiler actions during the Sierra 

Leonean civil war. The lead supervisor for the research was Dr. Abdul-Jalilu Ateku. 
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During the examination, Dr. Foday-Musa demonstrated an outstanding command of his 

research area, responding to questions with confidence, clarity, and scholarly precision. 

The examiners commended the originality and coherence of his research, his ability to 

connect theory with empirical data, and the clarity of his argumentation. In recognition of 

this exceptional scholarship, the panel unanimously recommended the award of the PhD 

degree WITHOUT MINOR CORRECTION. 

Dr. Foday-Musa continues his academic contributions as a Lecturer in the Department of 

Peace and Conflict Studies at Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone. His return 

marks a full-circle moment, transforming years of dedicated research and field 

engagement into the mentorship of future peace builders. His achievement is a source of 

immense pride for FBC and a powerful testament to the University of Sierra Leone’s 

enduring legacy of academic excellence and national service. 

By  

Dr. Tonya Musa 

Director of Communication and International Relations, USL 

 


