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ACT Bank and IPAM Forge Transformative Partnership
to Bridge the Digital Divide

The Institute of Public Administration and Management (IPAM) has entered a strategic
partnership with ACT Bank, marked by the unveiling of a custom-branded laptop designed to
enhance digital literacy and academic excellence. The initiative was launched on October 31t
2025, at a press conference held at the IPAM DVC Conference Room.

The event was chaired by IPAM's newly appointed Deputy Vice Chancellor, Associate Professor
Ezekiel D. Lakkoh, who also outlined his inaugural reports, a new three-year strategic plan, and
preparations for IPAM’s upcoming 45th-anniversary celebrations.

The highlight of the conference was the presentation of the specially designed computer by Mr.
David Kamara, Chief Executive Officer of ACT Bank. Announcing the partnership, Mr. Kamara
stated, “This venture is driven by a critical issue we observe in the corporate world: graduates




often possess quality degrees but lack essential computer skills. Upon closer examination, we
find the root cause is not a skills gap, but an access gap.”

He explained that ACT Bank has been seeking strategic ways to address this challenge. “We
were fortunate to discuss this with Professor Lakkoh, who shares our passion. He is committed
not only to financial inclusion but also to academic excellence. Through this partnership with
institutions like IPAM, we aim to make technology a necessity, not a luxury—a tool that triggers
innovation, aids research, and empowers students to achieve their dreams.”

Mr. Kamara emphasized that the initiative is a cornerstone of the bank’s corporate social
responsibility. “We have collaborated with manufacturers to create these custom computers for
IPAM. This is not for profit, but to alleviate a crucial challenge. In today’s world, without the skills
to apply technology, one can be left behind, regardless of their knowledge.”
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Responding to questions from journalists regarding affordability amidst current economic
challenges, the CEO assured that the computers would be available at a minimal cost,
accompanied by a long-term payment plan to ensure accessibility for all students. He also
confirmed that the offer extends to staff, enabling them to acquire the devices for their professional
work.

Professor Lakkoh commended ACT Bank for its gesture and pledged to strengthen the
collaboration. “This is a significant step forward for our institution. We are committed to ensuring
this partnership reaches new heights for the benefit of our students and staff,” he stated.



The Coordinator of Quality Assurance for the University of Sierra Leone, Mr. Alhaji Javombo,
raised concerns about adherence to university policy and standard procedures. The Deputy Vice
Chancellor assured him that all legal and policy requirements have been fully considered and
integrated into the initiative.
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