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FBC and Tertiary Education Commission Reach Agreement on Law 

Honours Examinations 

 In a significant meeting chaired by the Vice Chancellor and Principal of the 

University of Sierra Leone, Professor Aiah Lebbie, the Fourah Bay College 

(FBC) administration and faculty members of the Law Department convened 

with the Executive Secretary of the Tertiary Education Commission (TEC), 

Dr. Saidu Kanu, to address the policy on reference examinations within the 

Law Honours programme. 

The meeting, held at the Deputy Vice Chancellor's Conference Room at 

FBC, Mount Aureol, was called to discuss a recent TEC press release 

cautioning all tertiary institutions against conducting reference exams for 

students in Honours programmes. 

Deputy Vice Chancellor of FBC, Professor Andrew Baio, opened the 

discussions by highlighting the pressing issue of late grade publication, 

urging for its immediate resolution. 

Dr. Kanu provided clarity on the TEC's position, explaining the distinction 

between embedded Honours programmes and Honours by invitation.  
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He informed the gathering that the Commission had received concerns about 

the potential compromise of academic standards through the practice of 

reference examinations in Honours programmes. Consequently, the TEC 

plans to initiate a stakeholder engagement to harmonize standards for all 

Honours programmes across Sierra Leone. 

Lecturers from the Law Faculty detailed the historical context of their 

Honours programme and discussed the significant implications of both 

maintaining and discontinuing reference exams for law students. 

A consensus was reached among all parties on the paramount importance 

of maintaining quality, ensuring fairness and equity, and ensuring that FBC 

students are not disadvantaged in their progression to the Law School. 

Pending the TEC's broader harmonization process, the following interim 

resolutions were adopted for the 2024/2025 academic year: 

 Resit examinations will be permitted for all levels. 

 Reference examinations will be available only for students with two or 

fewer outstanding references. 

 Current Level 3 and 4 students will be allowed to continue sitting 

reference exams until they complete their Law programme. 

 Students progressing to Level 3 in the 2025/2026 academic year will 

be informed that reference exams will no longer be available in Levels 

3 and 4. 

 Current Level 1 and 2 students are permitted to sit reference exams 

for a maximum of two subjects. 
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 Diploma in Legal Studies students must complete the programme 

without any outstanding references before transitioning to the Law 

degree programme. Placement into either the first or second year of 

the degree programme will be based on the student's Cumulative 

Grade Point Average from the Diploma. 

 

         BY  

         Dr. Tonya Musa  

Director of Communication and International   

Relations  


