University of Sierra Leone

DIRECTORATE OF COMMUNICATION &
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

26™ OCTOBER 2025

FBC Asset Committee Conducts Regional Inspection, Vows to
Reclaim Encroached Properties.

The Asset Committee of Fourah Bay College (FBC) has concluded a comprehensive
regional tour from October 24th to 26th, 2025, to inspect the college's properties in
Lunsar, Makeni, Bo, and Kenema. The delegation was led by the Deputy Vice-Chancellor,

Professor Andrew Baio.

The inspection aimed to assess the
'~ condition of FBC's assets, develop
' strategic plans for recovering lost
properties, and secure existing ones.

The team also conducted thorough




Widespread Encroachment Uncovered

The tour revealed significant challenges, particularly from land grabbers.

In Makeni, the site of the FBC Extramural Studies was found to be heavily encroached

upon. Individuals and corporate entities, including the National Petroleum Company
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(NPSL), have erected fences, buildings, and boundary markers without any agreement
or approval from the College Administration.

Building of NPSL



ANOTHER ENCROAHER

The Chairman of the Asset Committee, Dr. Patrick Walker, provided historical context on
the property and reported on preliminary engagements with some of the encroachers.
Professor Baio described the situation as "appalling" and called for urgent intervention,
directing the committee to secure the site plan for immediate legal action.




A similar situation was found in Kenema, where the team faced severe frustration over
encroachment on the FBC Extramural site. Dr. Walker detailed the history of the land and

recent efforts to reclaim it, including boundary demarcation by the Ministry of Lands.
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Although the main building was completely burnt down, the administration has erected
boundary pillars. The DVC ordered the Deputy Registrars and SAFO to immediately fence



the land and confirmed that the site plan is with Dr. Walker that could be used for legal

proceedings.

Agricultural Development  and Community
Engagement

A more positive outlook was reported in Lunsar. The team, led by Dr. Walker, engaged
with local authorities and was briefed on the land's history. It was reported that the
University, under the leadership of Vice Chancellor and Principal, Professor Aiah Lebbie,

has procured additional land, bringing the total to over ten acres.

The entire area is now being used to cultivate cassava and groundnuts. This initiative

serves the dual purpose of securing the land and promoting the FEEDSALONE Initiative.

The team toured the farm and conducted interviews on site.
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In Bo, the team inspected the old and dilapidated Extramural compound. The caretaker
explained the property's history and reported severe encroachment stretching from the
swamp to the existing building. Dr. Walker informed the team of a past decision by the

late Paramount Chief, Prince Boima, which confirmed FBC's ownership and pledged the
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chiefdom's support in regaining the land. The DVC again emphasized the need for the

site plan to facilitate legal action.
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Resolutions for Action

At the conclusion of the tour, Deputy Vice-Chancellor Professor Andrew Baio resolved to:

Secure all land plans without delay for legal considerations and necessary actions.
Engage encroachers to vacate the lands peacefully, with legal action as the next step.
Erect protective fencing around the properties to prevent future encroachment.

Task the Asset Committee with preparing a detailed report on the status of all properties

for management's attention and action.

The College administration has signaled a firm and decisive approach to safeguarding its

assets across the region.
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By
Dr. Tonya Musa

Director of Communication and
International Relations.
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