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                                                                                                                                               29th June 2026 

STATEMENT BY PROFESSOR AIAH LEBBİE, VICE CHANCELLOR AND PRINCIPAL, ON 

INVESTING IN THE TRANSFORMATION OF FOURAH BAY COLLEGE ON ITS 200TH 

ANNIVERSARY 

Distinguished members of the University Court, esteemed alumni, valued partners from the 

private and public sectors, and friends of Fourah Bay College. 

As we approach our Bicentennial in 

February 2027, we stand at a pivotal 

juncture. For 200 years, Fourah Bay College 

has been the "Athens of West Africa," a 

beacon of higher education that has 

produced leaders, innovators, and 

policymakers who have shaped Sierra 

Leone and the African continent. This 

anniversary is not merely a celebration of a 

glorious past; it is a strategic opportunity 

for renewal and a launchpad for our third century of service. 

The vision for our future is anchored in a comprehensive transformation agenda built on key 

development pillars. This is a roadmap to modernize our infrastructure, enhance academic 

excellence, and secure our legacy for generations to come. The pillars include critical investments 

such as: the construction of a perimeter fence to protect our campus from encroachment; the 

University of Sierra Leone     
  

DIRECTORATE OF COMMUNICATION  & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS   

dircir@usl.edu.sl   
+23233323565   
3 rd   Floor University House    
Fourah Bay College Mount Aureol Freetown    
                                                                                        
  



2 
 

expansion of sustainable water supply systems and a Solar Power Electrification Project for energy 

sustainability; the modernization of our internal road network; the creation of an Education 

Endowment Fund to support research and scholarships; and the construction of a modern 

multipurpose academic facility. These are not just projects; they are the foundation for a stronger, 

more resilient FBC. 

To realize this ambitious transformation, we are appealing for sustained funding to the tune 

of $200 million. We call on the private sector, public institutions, our global alumni community, 

and international development partners to join us in this historic endeavor. This is not a request 

for charity, but an invitation to a partnership built on shared interests and mutual benefit. An 

investment in Fourah Bay College is an investment in the future of our society, as a stronger FBC 

means a stronger Sierra Leone. Our alumni are your leaders, your skilled workforce, and your 

innovators. 

Now is the time for all whose umbilical cords are tied to FBC to take responsibility for its 

maintenance and improvement. Let us move beyond ceremony and collectively build the 

institution our nation deserves. Together, we will not only commemorate 200 years of excellence 

but also construct the next 100 years of impact. 

Professor Aiah Lebbie 

Vice Chancellor and Principal 

University of Sierra Leone 
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By Dr. Tonya Musa  

Director of Communication and International Relations  


